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Make and Model: The Call to Discipleship – Part 2  Jay Cookingham 4-22-18 

Are you using your SOAP? (Scripture, observation, application and prayer) 

Let’s Pray 

Jesus said in John 10:27 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 

How necessary it is for disciples to hear God’s voice? 

Hearing His voice, knowing His voice is a challenge. As a disciple we have to learn how to 

recognize His voice in a world full of conflicting voices. We have to learn to hear it not only 

personally but corporately…as a group. This is how we move together (the Church) on mission.. 

Being a follower, a disciple is more than Jesus teaching us something and then giving us a job to 

do. It’s about hearing Him, His heart and obeying Him. One is informational, the other 

relational…one is duty and the other is devotion. 

We know Him…therefore we go 

Matthew 28:19-20 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20)  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

As you go…make disciples… 

This fact is important… every human being is already a disciple. 

They are following someone, they are a disciple of someone and they are on a path that is 

determining their future… for all eternity. 

Makes this call, this co-mission a work beyond our abilities, talents and heart capacity doesn’t it? 

That’s why Jesus calls us on mission with Him… without God this is impossible… but with God 

ALL things are possible. 

Mark 1:17-18 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

Follow me…This phrase means…Come now, get behind me! 

He did not ask or encourage them to follow. He commanded and they obeyed…dropping 

everything… leaving immediately.  

When Jesus personally asked you to follow Him… what did you drop? 
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If you’re going to follow Jesus, He’s going to ask you to drop some things…He’s going to ask 

you to empty your hands and let go of things that hold you back from getting behind Him…His 

purposes, His plan… His mission. 

And He may not be so polite about it… remember a disciple’s life belongs to the Master… the 

call is for today, right now and can’t be put off. Sobering isn’t it, a disciple’s life is so un-

American, so not “have it my way”. To make disciples take a sacrifice that goes beyond what we 

normally would choose. 

If my arms are so full of me how can I carry mercy, justice, forgiveness, kindness… the Gospel 

to a world that needs it? We got to drop some stuff… so we can pick up what god is asking us to 

carry. 

Discipleship that isn’t for the fainthearted… Jesus lays down some tough requirements for 

discipleship. What happens when God’s voice sounds harsh? This is why we NEED to Know His 

Voice…over all other voices. So when we hear the tough sayings/teachings/instructions of God 

we don’t flinch or doubt His goodness. 

Luke 14:26 contains one 

“And turning round, he said to them, If any man comes to me, and has not hate (also means 

regard with less affection, love less, esteem less) for his father and mother and wife and children 

and brothers and sisters, and even for his life, he may not be my disciple.” 

Say what!? This is hard…but here’s what Jesus is NOT saying. 

Jesus is not teaching a new commandment of hating people.  

He’s not trying to redefine what a family looks like 

He’s not saying that only single men can be followers 

Jesus does not want us literally to hate our family members and ourselves in order to follow 

Him. He talking in extremes here to make a point… made in a Jewish world/culture within 

which dramatic language was the norm. Jesus is using language that expresses emotional truth 

rather than literal truth. For example…  

 

Matthew19:24 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God”  

King David said in Psalm 27:4 

“One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.” 
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We know that David asked many things of the Lord; (the Psalms are filled with his requests) but 

he placed his desire to worship God as his only request… as the most important request that one 

can make. 

Exaggeration to make an emotional truth point! The word “hate” in the Bible often expresses 

priority and preference, not emotional hatred. Back to Luke… 

The passage in Luke has Jesus making a strong point about the cost of following Him.  

Jesus is saying…You cannot be my disciple, unless you love me more than you love your father 

and mother, your wife and children, and your brothers and sisters. You cannot come with me 

unless you love me more than you love your own life. He knows that without that commitment 

they’ll quit somewhere on the journey. 

Simply put… you must love God most to have the power to follow me! 

The point is made further is in Luke 14:33 when Jesus says: 

“In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” 

To understand the context of this statement we need to understand what attitude Jesus was 

trying to address. 

By this time in His ministry large crowds were travelling with Jesus because they had seen him 

healing people, feeding people and teaching people…and NOT charging them a dime!  Why not 

follow Jesus?  

Jesus turns around to them and proclaims that following him will cost you! The cost? You have 

to place him before other important people in your lives. You even have to place him before 

yourselves. He wanted to weed out those who followed Him for superficial reasons, because 

when the battle heated up they would leave Him.  

BTW… Jesus affirmed the commandment to honor parents and love others in other 

Scriptures 

Matthew 19:17–19 

And he [Jesus] said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is 

good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” 

He said to him, “Which ones?” 

And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You 

shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 
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Jesus led His disciples by example. He lived what He taught. The disciples saw how to live 

from Jesus' example… Jesus showed us how to be a human being and a disciple at the same 

time. 

It was through relationship… not just teaching, not just serving, not just doing good deeds but 

living everyday in a relational pursuit of the Father’s mission. 

The Father’s mission to rescue us….Jesus gave up His life to save ours… 

Discipleship is not about hate but the love of God. When we place Him first we can love others 

compassionately, we can love ourselves correctly… this is foundational for Disciples of Christ. 

Galatians 2:20 

“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I 

live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 


